as a man and officer, but he has rendered it impossible.
Conscious guilt and abased feeling have influenced him,
and self-respect governs me. We are strangers henceforth.

Seward handed me to-day a memorandum in relation
to the ironclad steamer Stonewall, sold to the Japanese
for $400,000, of which they paid $300,000 at the time of
transfer, and the State Department undertook to pay [sic]
the remaining $100,000 through Van Valkenburg, the
Minister. But a civil war prevailed in Japan when the
vessel reached that country, and our Minister, sanctioned
by the Secretary of State, forbade her delivery, and as-
sumed to pay the expense of her detention. Seward now
wished me to divert over $50,000 from the back pay which
is due, to defray the expense which he and Van V. have
incurred.

I told him I had no authority to make such diversion;
that it was due and should be paid; the non-delivery of
the steamer was not a naval act; we were in no way re-
sponsible for it, etc., etc. He wished me to take the memo-
randum and consider it. It is a specimen of a certain kind
of management and maladministration of which I cannot
be the willing victim. I doubt if the money will ever be
paid to the Navy or covered into the Treasury.

January 23, Saturday. Had letters to-day from Rear-
Admiral Davis of the South Atlantic Squadron relative to
the difficulties with Paraguay, which he appears to have
adjusted, and Bliss and Masterman, who were reported
to have been tortured and murdered, have been delivered
safe and sound on the deck of the Wasp. There has been
a vast amount of empty indignation and ignorance ex-
hibited by the press and the public men in this matter,
and our Ministers, Webb and Washburn, have demon-
strated unfitness for their position in regard to it, now as
well as previously.

Called with my brother on the President this evening
and had an hour's conversation on various matters. He
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